REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
September 15, 2026
CITY HALL
121 S. MERIDIAN

Mayor Truman called the Regular Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Mayor Truman, Amy Reid, Gina Gregory, Jeanne Daniels, Matt Stamm, Ben Anderson & Ron Colbert.	


Members Absent:	Chris Evans & Eric Scriven

Staff Present:                  Lloyd Newman, Public Safety Director
Kyle Fiedler, Community Development Director
Neal Owings, Parks and Public Building Director
Rodney Eggleston, Public Works Director
Clint Miller, Finance Director
Amanda Park, City Clerk/HR Director
Cyndra Kastens, City Administrator

Press present:		Ark Valley News
			
APPROVAL OF AGENDA -
Gregory moved to approve the agenda, seconded by Daniels. Vote yea; unanimous. Motion carried.

ADMINISTRATION AGENDA – 
Anderson moved to approve the minutes of August 26, 2026, Special City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Gregory. Vote yea; Stamm abstained. Motion carried.  

Anderson moved to approve the minutes of September 1, 2026, Regular City Council meeting as presented, seconded by Reid. Vote yea; unanimous. Motion carried.  

PUBLIC FORUM – None

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.  PUBLIC HEARING TO EXCEED THE REVENUE NEUTRAL RATE FOR THE 2027  BUDGET:
Mayor Truman opened the public hearing at 7:04pm. Mayor.  Finance Director Miller presented information regarding Revenue Neutral Rate.  Mayor Truman closed the public hearing at 7:05pm.   Councilmember Anderson made a motion to approve Resolution # 813-26 to levy a property tax rate exceeding the revenue neutral rate seconded by Gregory.  Vote: yea; unanimous.  Motion Carried.

B.  PUBLIC HEARING 2027 BUDGET:
Finance Director Miller presented the 2027 budget.  Councilmember Reid made a motion to adopt the City of Valley Center 2027 budget partially funded by a tax levy of $5,443,828.00 equivalent to 57.192 mills seconded by Gregory. Vote: yea; Gregory and Reid.  Opposed: Colbert, Anderson, Daniels & Stamm.  Motion failed. Councilmember Anderson made motion to table our budget vote until a special meeting can be held on September 29, 2026.  Councilmember Anderson withdrew his motion.  Councilmember Anderson made motion to adopt the 2027 City of Valley Center budget 61.842 at a dollar value of $5,886,483.00 seconded by Gregory. Vote: yea; Anderson & Daniels.  Opposed: Colbert, Reid, Gregory and Stamm.  Motion failed.  Councilmember Anderson made a motion to approve the 2027 budget at 59.192 mills which is $5,634,198.00 seconded by Gregory. Vote: yea; Colbert, Anderson, Gregory, Daniels & Stamm.  Opposed: Reid Motion. Carried.  Mayor Truman closed the budget hearing at 8:04 pm.


OLD BUSINESS-
A. PUBLIC INFORMATION MATERIALS DISCUSSION FOR PROPOSED 1% PUBLIC SAFETY SALES TAX:
City Administrator Kastens seeking clear information for the educational materials released to the public.  A yes vote on the sales tax election would mean that we would be bolstering the Valley Center Fire Department and maintain operational control.  A vote no would mean Valley Center Fire Department would be joining the Fire District #1.     


NEW BUSINESS- 
[bookmark: _Hlk86928317]A. WATER TREATMENT PLANT CHEMICAL RFP PROPOSAL:
Public Works Director Eggleston presented the Water Treatment Plant chemical RFP proposal.  

Councilmember Anderson made motion to approve the proposal submitted by Hawkins Inc. and authorize the mayor to sign.  Motion seconded by Gregory. Vote: yea; Colbert abstained.  Motion carried.

B.  AMBER RIDGE PH 1 CHANGE ORDER # 2:
City Administrator Kastens presented Amber Ridge Ph 1 change order #2 is a request for an extension of time.  Staff recommendation is not to approve.

Gregory made motion to table change order #2 Amber Ridge Ph 1.  Motion seconded by Daniels.  Vote; yea, unanimous.  Motion carried.

C.  AMBER RIDGE PH 1 CHANGE ORDER # 3 IN THE AMOUNT OF $28,500.00:
Brent Clark with SHE presented Amber Ridge Ph1 change order #3 to adjust the throats on 6 of the storm inlets due to elevation discrepancies.

Gregory made motion to approve Amber Ridge Ph1 change order #3 in the amount of $28,500.00.  Motion seconded by Colbert.   Vote: yea; Opposed: Reid. Motion Carried.  Motion carried.

	D.  2027 Budget:
Finance Director Miller presented the 2027 budget at 59.192 mills with a tax levy of $5,634,198.00.

[bookmark: _Harvest_Place_#1]CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _APPROPRIATION_ORDINANCE_–][bookmark: _A.__]A. APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE – SEPTEMBER 9, 2026:
Anderson made motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. Motion seconded by Reid. Vote: Yea: Opposed: Stamm & Colbert. Motion carried.


STAFF REPORTS-

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR FIEDLER
Director Fiedler stated that WAMPO is working on a regional transportation survey.  If you participate you can earn a $30.00 gift certificate.  Farmers Market this week.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR EGGLESTON
Director Eggleston stated that all the streetlights around the new elementary are installed and functional. Seneca Street roundabout lights are still out.  South Seneca project should have all the asphalt removed by the end of the week.   Water Treatment Plant will have a visit from the EPA on September 23rd to go over BABA requirements. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR KASTENS
City Administrator Kastens sated she will be on vacation and will return on the following Monday.
 

GOVERNING BODY REPORTS –

MAYOR TRUMAN
Monday is the blood donation battle from 12:00pm to 6:00pm.

Stamm made a motion to adjourn. Motion seconded by Gregory. Vote: Yea: Unanimous. Motion carried.


ADJOURN -  
The meeting adjourned at 8:47 PM.

                                                           ______________________________________________ 
          		                                     Amanda Park, City Clerk





